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Copyright 

vgbe-Standards, hereafter referred to as “work”, including all articles and images, are 
protected by international copyright. vgbe energy owns and controls the copyright. 

The term “work” covers the publication at hand as printed hard copy and as digitalised 
version. The copyright covers the entire work and parts of it. 

Any kind of use beyond the limits of copyright is prohibited without the prior written 
consent of vgbe energy. Any unauthorised reproduction, translation, digitalisation and 
modification will constitute an infringement of copyright. 

Disclaimer 

vgbe-Standards are recommendations, the application of which is optional. vgbe-
Standards represent the state of the art at the time of publication. No claim regarding 
its completeness and correctness is made as a matter of principle. 

Application of vgbe-Standards is carried out at the user's own responsibility and risk. 
vgbe energy accepts no legal liability in the event of any claim relating to or resulting 
from the application of vgbe-Standards. 

 

The German-language version of this vgbe-Standard is the reference edition for trans-
lations. 

 

Treatment of proposing amendments 

Amendments can be sent to the e-mail address vgbe-standard@vgbe.energy. The 
subject line should contain the exact specification of the relevant document in order to 
clearly assign the e-mail content to the appropriate document. 
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Preface to the 1st edition 

This standard can help the involved parties to comply with the regulatory requirements 
when placing energy systems on the market and support the partnership-based exe-
cution of projects.  

While there used to be a common legal and normative basis for the manufacture and 
operation of energy systems, today there are different bases for both the manufacturer 
and the operator with fundamentally different approaches.  

The application of harmonized standards and the Technical Regulations for Opera-
tional Safety (TRBS) ensures that their conformity with the corresponding legal require-
ments, e.g. the Product Safety Act (ProdSG), triggers a so-called “presumption of con-
formity”. This creates legal certainty for the manufacturer and the operator with regard 
to compliance with national regulations, as well as the EU directive and EU regulations.  

This document is the consolidation of the two vgbe-Standards  

− VGB-S-033-00-2017-07-EN: Interaction of conformity assessment and industrial 
safety in hydro power plants, 2nd edition and 

– VGB-S-035-00-2014-12-DE (only available in German): Conformity assessment 
in power plant construction.  

As part of the revision, the chapters were extensively reorganized and, in particular, 
adapted to changed regulatory requirements. 

It should be noted here that the Machinery Directive (EMD) and the Machinery Ordi-
nance (MO) are usually mentioned in parallel. This is particularly necessary in view of 
the fact that the EMD and MO are to be applied in parallel until January 14, 2027, in 
accordance with Article 52 of the MO.  

The present version of this vgbe-Standard takes into account the German Ordinance 
on Industrial Safety and Health (BetrSichV) in the version of June 2015 (last amended 
on 27 July 2021). If laws and ordinances referred to in this standard are amended after 
publication of this standard, the requirements laid down in them shall apply. 

 

Essen, May 2025 

 

vgbe energy e.V.* 

 

* vgbe energy e.V. has been the new name of VGB PowerTech since April 2022. 
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Notes on the translation 

In English-language texts, the “dot” is generally used as the decimal separator with the 
“comma” as the thousands separator. In graphics originating from the German speak-
ing world, the “comma” character may be used as the decimal separator with the “dot” 
as the thousands separator. 

American English is the main language used in this vgbe-Standard. 

Dieser vgbe-Standard ist grundsätzlich in American English verfasst. 
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